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Title: Simplicity of New Covenant Worship (DD-14)

Purpose: To instruct the hearers of the puritan distinctive of the regulative principle of worship.

Introduction
In our studies of bibl. doctrine, we are presently considering the puritan distinctives. We have already considered the 1st, liberty of conscience founded upon the blood of Christ & the word of God. Now we move to consider the 2nd, God-honoring worship.

SECTION 2: GOD-HONORING WORSHIP

And this particular puritan distinctive has two sub-branches: 1) The Simplicity of NC Worship 2) The God-Designated Day for NC Worship. We have time to consider only the 1st sub-branch: 
I. 
THE SIMPLICITY OF NC WORSHIP
A. The basis of the simplicity of NC worship rests upon two solid foundations – the regulative principle of worship and the change from the OC to NC worship.

1. 
The Regulative Principle of Worship
a. 
The bible clearly teaches the principle of Christian liberty. In matters where God has not commanded or forbidden us Christians to do, we are at liberty to do or not to do. i.e. eat meat or not; drink coffee or not; watch news on TV or not. In these matters, each individual Christian will have to decide on his own on the basis of general principles given in the Scriptures. Key Texts: Rom 14and15; 1Cor 8&9. 
b.
However, when it comes to the corporate worship of God, this principle of Christian liberty is no longer applicable. In worship, in drawing near into God’s special presence, there is special principle or rule that applies and is to be observed. And this special rule is what the Puritans called as “ The Regulative Principle of Worship”.
c.
And what is this regulative principle of worship? Key Text: Deut. 12:32.

· If we are to fully appreciate the meaning of this text, we must consider the context. and what is Moses talking about in the context? The corporate worship of God’s people. Deut. 12:29-31 (READ). You see what Moses is saying? God’s people are never ever to try to imitate how other people worship their gods. They are not to inquire and say “ Me to. Me to.”
· So what rule then should regulate corporately worship God? Deut 12:32. Here is God’s rule for worship. God’s people are to do only what God’s commands. They are not to exclude anything God has commanded them to include in their worship. Nor are they to include anything that God has NOT commanded them to include. They are to do only what God has commanded them to do.
d.
And the Lord takes this special rule very seriously and this is clearly illustrated in Lev. 10:1-3 (READ).
· What wrong did Nadab and Abihu do that brought upon them the frightening judgment of God?  They did something in the worship of God that God did not command them to do. Vs 1 (READ). Nadab and Abihu were just being creative. Perhaps they were getting tired of doing the same things God told them to do over and over again. But God instantly killed.
· But does not God want us to be creative? In other spheres of life, He does. But not when it comes to the worship of His name; not when it comes to drawing near to God’s special presence.  Vs 3 (READ). The principle of Christian liberty no longer applies when it comes to the worship of God.
· God does not always do to people what He did to Nabad and Abihu.  But this incident illustrates how seriously God takes His regulative principle of worship.

e.
Another text that illustrates how the Lord seriously takes this special rule for worship is found in 1 Chron. 15:1-4, 11-15 (READ).
· Why was God angry w/ the people when they first brought the ark to a place prepared by David? Because they did not carefully follow the commandments of God concerning the matter. Instead of the Levites carrying the ark in the manner prescribed by God, they put it in a cart.
· So again this incident illustrates how seriously God takes the regulative principle of worship. You cannot treat lightly God’s rule for worship and not risk the judgment of God.

f. 
Still another text that illustrates how the Lord seriously takes this special rule for worship is found in  2 Kings 17:20-23; 1 Kings 12:26-33 (READ).
· Jeroboam was a very shrewd political pragmatist. Out of fear that the people’s allegiance might return to David’s descendants, he devised in own heart a worship that would rival the one that God instituted in Jerusalem. That sin was the sin that ultimately led to the destruction and exile of the people of Israel. 
· So again this incident illustrates how seriously God takes the regulative principle of His worship. We are not at liberty devised things in our own hearts. We must not add to or take away anything that God has commanded us to do in worship. The principle of Christian liberty does not apply here.
g.
And this special rule for worship, the Lord Jesus confirms as still binding to NC worship in John 4:19-24 (READ).
· The worship of God’s people under the NC will be mark by two things: “spirit” and “truth”. For that is the way God must be worship.
· What does it mean to worship God in spirit and in truth? Context points us to the answer.  In the context Jesus mentions the Samaritans and the Jews who both were worshippers of God.
· And what was wrong with the way the Samaritans worshipped God? They did not worshipped God according to His word or His truth. For where did the Samaritans worship God? Contrary to God’s revelation in the OC, they worshipped God, not in Jerusalem, but in Mt. Gerizim in Samaria where King Jeroboam instituted a rival worship w/c he devised in his own heart. Thus the Samaritans did not worship God according to His word or according to His truth.
· But on the other hand, what was wrong with the way the Jews worshipped God? Unlike the Samaritans, they worshipped God according to His word or His truth. They strictly adhere to the OC institution of worship. But as a whole, they were guilty of religious formalism. They worship God w/ their lips but their hearts were far away from Him. 
· Thus the Lord Jesus emphasizes that the time has began when God’s people will worship God in the way God should be worship - in spirit and in truth. Unlike the Jews, the NC people of God will worship God as He ought to be worship: spiritually and sincerely. And unlike the Samaritans, the NC people of God will worship God as He ought to be worship: according to His word or His truth.
· Thus here the Lord Jesus confirms the abiding relevance of the regulative principle of worship even in the NC. Although the NC will introduce radical changes in the OC worship, and yet the special rule of worship still applies.
h. 
This is also implied in Heb 9:1 (READ). The word “even” kai indicates that there is a regulation of divine worship not only under OC but also in the NC. The idea that NC worship has no more regulations while the OC worship had flies at the face of this passage.

 2. 
The Change from OC to NC worship

a.
And the bible is clear about this change. 
· Heb 7:12. (READ). Writer contrasting between OC and NC worship. Note: “change of law” implies that there is still a law governing worship under NC; however because of the change of priesthood, there is also a corresponding change of the elements of worship. Under the NC worship, the elements of worship have been changed.
· Heb. 9:8-11 (READ).  The rituals and ceremonies under the OC worship were never meant to last. They were ordained only “until the time of reformation”. And when did the reformation take place? At the 1st coming of Christ. So clearly set forth here is that the elements of worship under OC have been changed under the NC.
b.
But what did the change particularly consist?  The change consists in terms of two things.
· 1st, the change from earthly shadows to heavenly realities -  Heb. 8:1-6; Heb. 10:1-18 (READ). Illustration: Model. Before a building is actually built, an architect makes a model in order to give us an idea of the building he will built. But once the building is built, then the model is thrown away. So also the OC regulations for divine worship. They were earthly shadows of the heavenly realities brought about by the coming of Christ.  Thus we do not have a need now for the earthly shadows.
· 2nd, the change from the more material to the more spiritual - 1Pet. 2:4-5 (READ). Our temple now is not material but spiritual. The sacrifices now the NC priest will bring are spiritual as oppose to material. i.e. The sacrifices of praised and thanksgiving (Heb 13:15); the sacrifice of a consecrated life ( Rom 12:1); the sacrifice of a broken and contrite heart (Ps 51:17); the sacrifice of giving (Heb. 13:16; Phil 4:18); the incense of prayer (Ps 141:2; Rev 5:8)
3.
Summary: These two serve as the solid foundations of the simplicity of NC worship. For these exclude any practice that God  has not warranted in the Scriptures, and these exclude elaborate practices of the OC  w/c were meant only to last until the 1st coming of Christ.

B.
The genius of the simplicity of NC worship rest upon the ministry of the Holy Spirit.

1. 
In many worship services, so many things not warranted by the Scriptures have been introduced that the places of worship have become places of entertainment and show business.  And these worship services have become so entertaining and elaborate that even if the Holy Spirit is not actively working in a service, people will hardly notice.
2.
But the genius of the simplicity of NC worship is that it makes us so depending upon the ministry of the Holy Spirit. If the Holy Spirit is not actively working, then our worship services would be dead, lifeless, and even boring, and people will know it. But if we do get bless, then we know that it was from the Holy Spirit. And this is the true character of the worship of God’s people under NC - Phil 3:2-3 (READ). 
3.
Today when a worship service is dead, lifeless, and boring, what do “worship experts” do and recommend?  You need a little more excitement and creativity in your worship. So bring in the drums, electric guitars, or the orchestra, the puppet shows, ballet dancers, clowns and comedians, drama, invite a professing movie star that can dazzle you w/ her testimony, have a children’s program during the worship service.   But you know what really the problem is? A grieve Holy Spirit (Eph 4:30). And therefore, the solution is not the drum, or the orchestra, or ballet dancers, or drama; that the will only make the worship worldlier. The real solution is to fix up the relationships that are grieving the Holy Spirit.

Conclusion: So let us hold tenaciously to this puritan distinctive of the simplicity of NC worship. The basis of which are the regulative principle of worship and the change from OC to NC worship. And the genius of w/c rest upon the ministry of the Holy Spirit.

